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hristians naturally wonder what heaven will be like. Many ascribe secular

characteristics to heaven (i.e. we’ll be playing golf, food won’t have any calo-
ries, etc). We also wonder what hell will be like. Does it even exist? Some wonder if
this life on earth is hell for everyone and then we all get into heaven. The Bible
has many references to heaven and hell and judgment (what happens after we die),
but perhaps the best teaching on heaven and hell comes from this Gospel lesson of
the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus.
First, we meet two men in the Gospel lesson, a rich man, and a poor man named
Lazarus. The rich man is well dressed and feasts sumptuously every day. Lazarus is
both poor and sick. He sits at the gate of the rich man’s house, hoping to eat the
crumbs that the rich man is not going to eat anyway. The rich man, on the other
hand, has ample opportunities to help Lazarus. He lives a life of indifference to-
wards Lazarus.
In time both men die. The rich man ends up in hell, not because of his riches, but
because of his indifference, and his failure to love his neighbor Lazarus. Lazarus
ends up in the bosom of Abraham, not because he was poor but because he was
humble and patient with the life he had. And here is where our pictures of heaven
and hell begin to take shape.
We are told in the Gospel that the Lazarus was carried by the angels to the bosom
of Abraham. That image portrays glory (the angels) and comfort (the bosom of
Abraham. The rich man is in hell. He is described as being in torment. He begs
Abraham to send Lazarus to dip his finger in water and put it to the tongue of the
rich man. So we know that hell is a place of torment.
Abraham said that this is impossible because there is a chasm between heaven and
hell. Those in heaven cannot fall out of heaven and go to hell. Those who are in
hell cannot come out of hell and rise to heaven. Being in heaven or hell is perma-
nent. Those in hell will be aware of those who are in heaven. They will see heaven,
and know that they cannot be there. You have the knowledge not only of your
suffering but of the joy that others are experience that you can never share in.
This is hell. An awareness of God, with the inability to be with God.
Where heaven is, and what exactly the “bosom of Abraham” will look and feel like
are unknown. What is known that is that heaven will be a place of joy, hell will be
a place of torment, and our assignment to one or the other will be based on love,
or indifference.
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The Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus
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Welcome!

Whether you are a parishioner or a visitor, we are glad you have chosen to pray
with us at Saint Mary’s. As a friendly reminder, please observe the following upon
entering the church for prayer.

If you arrive after the services begin, try to enter the Church quietly and ob-
serve what is happening. Try not to interrupt the service by your entrance.
Please silence your cellular telephones.

Please place your offerings in the basket on the table in the Church Narthex
(Entrance), or the Offering Tray when passed.

You are invited join us in the Banquet Hall for coffee and refreshments following
the Sunday Divine Liturgy.

and entreaties, seeking mercy and peace in the Holy Land, especially in Gaza at thss
time.

We hope, and as we have witnessed in every crisis, that each and every one of you will
wholeheartedly contribute to this humanitarian and fraternal duty. In closing, I am
sharing two prayers for you to use during these times.

May you always be guarded by God’s care.

Yours in the Service of Christ,
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+SABA
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America

“Love is patient and kind; love is not jealous or

/ boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love does
?/s &, ot insist on its own way; it is not irritable or
joices in the right. Love bears all things, be-

lieves all things, hopes all things, endures all
| Corinthians 13: 4-8
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things. Love never ends.”

“A Prayer to the People of Gaza”
by His Eminence Metropolitan George (Khodr)

"O Jesus Chnst, O King of Peace, our people in Gaza doth yearn for Thy abundant
mercy. Take their children in Thine hands and extend Thy care to all their people.
Wipe away every tear from their eyes, replacing sorrow with joy. O Lord, Thou who
consolest every heart, place Thy Spint in the troubled hearts, so they may find
comfort in Thee and Thy compassion. Be a source of rest for the wounded and a
healing balm. Ease their pains and deliver them from all fear. Take their burdens upon
Thy shoulders and have mercy on those who have gone to Thee.

O God, cleanse their land from all defilement, and greed. Feed the people of the city
with all they need, and let them not know death, oppression, or injustice, for in Thee,

there 1s only justice and life.

Pour out upon all nations a sense of Gaza's suffering and a spirit of solidanty with
them, striving for peace.

These are Thy children, all of them. Do not allow them to be displaced or struck
again, so that we may live with them as brothers, building ourselves and the world
with the spirit of forgiveness and tolerance.

Protect Thy Church there and shield it from torment. Put an end to this tragic ordeal,
and encourage peace-loving nations to rebuild the city anew. Accept the prayers of the
ancient Gazan saints who enriched the Church with deep spirituality and golden
words. O God, end this war, for Thy people have grown weary. Embrace, O lLord,
this martyred city unul it glorifies Thee, and we glorify Thee with it as we stand in

solidarity.

To Thee be honor, worship, and glory, together with Thy Father and Thy Holy Spirit.
Amen."




Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost

The Most Revescad A Mol of And the Fifth Sunday of Luke
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

Prot. no.: 397/2023
November 1, 2023

My sons and daughters in our protected parishes, in the Antiochian Orthodox
Chnstian Archdiocese of North America,

"The grace of our 1 ord Jesus Christ, the blessing of God the Father, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit may be with you all" (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Beloved Faithful,

Following the call of the Holy Synod of Antioch, which beckons all its children to
dedicate a Sunday following the Synod’s conclusion to collect aid for our brethren at
the Patriarchate of Jerusalem, and to partake in the relief of their suffering while
demonstrating the Christian communion of humanity in times of affliction, we hereby
announce that the upcoming Sunday, falling on November 12, shall be designated as
the day for collecting aid throughout our Archdiocese. We kindly request all parishes
to send their collections to the Archdiocesan headquarters. The Archdiocese will
continue to collect aid for one month starting from November 12%.

In response to some of your questions regarding the inclusion of petitions in the
Divine Liturgy for the sake of peace and mercy in the Holy Land, I would like to
clanfy:

The practice of introducing new petitions into the Divine Liturgy does not depend on
a personal decision by a bishop or priest. Following the Holy Traditon of our
Orthodox Church, at the end of the Great Entrance while processing with the Holy
Gifts, the priest offers the people’s supplications and mentions names and regions
that are going through turbulent events. This 1s what we hope for from all of you in
these days when humanity is in dire need of divine mercy.

Furthermore, we recommend that the service of the Paraklesis (Supplicatory Canon)

be held in the churches to the extent possible for the faithful to offer supplications

“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)

358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238

(201) 8711355 T Archdwocesc@anuochian.org  (201) 871.7954 |

+Apostles Hermas, Linus, Gaius, Patrobas and Philologos of the Seventy

The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is celebrated on this day. The service text
may be found beginning on page 91 in the Red Service Book in the pews.

- Divine Liturgy Variables -

Resurrectional Apolytikon in Tone 5

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spir-
it, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross
in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious Resurrection.

Apolytikion of the Church (Dormition) in Tone |

In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy
falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, be-
ing the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from
death.

Kontakion for Ordinary Sundays in Tone 2

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto the Creator
most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those who have sinned; but be
thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten
to intercession, and speed thou to make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O
Theotokos, them that honor thee.
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THE EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS

THE EPISTLE (For the Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost)

Thou, O Lord, shalt preserve us and keep us from this generation. Save me, O Lord,
for the godly man hath disappeared.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians. (6:11-18)

Brethren, see with what large letters | am writing to you with my own hand. It
is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that would compel you to be
circumcised and only in order that they may not be persecuted for the cross of
Christ. For even those who receive circumcision do not themselves keep the Law, but
they desire to have you circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But far be it
from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world
has been crucified to me and | to the world. For neither circumcision counts for any-
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy be upon all, who walk
by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let no man trouble me; for | bear
on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit, brethren. Amen.

A

(Bpaitl) 3n dially U 2330)

el 138 o Lifiady LT &5 U G

G B U 3l o b el

e Gl ) J gl Gasy Gl Ay e (Jiad

Sisaili sl a6ss s 4 sa0 G I8 ) - oy 800 LEES 1 ol a2l e 1k B30 L
Gupalill shaing ¥ o3l b G558 Gl BY . manill G JAT (e Ipagania S 3 Ll 5585 ¢
& (A i) goud 55 cubiay V) 58581 O 3 cslad ol Gl aluals 1 a5 155885 O (st L) s
OS5 Baal) Bl s SR Yy ooty HBAY Gl fgud ranial) (3 AT L lall Ciln Uy I 2l Gl
8 A Lad Wl SaT 2le 0 D L Jsha) e Badys Dl pgilad coolal) 1aa asay oKL 5l
el BV el 2y f crasal) fmd W) i e 3l Do 08 B als

G 5‘

LITURGICAL SERVICES AT SAINT MARY’S

FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER

SUNDAY, November 5th
Confessions from 8:30 to 8:50 AM
Matins at 8:50 AM
Divine Liturgy at 10.00 AM
Fr. Peter’s Children’s Sermon prior to Communion

WEDNESDAY, November 8th
Confessions from 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Vespers Service at 6:30 PM

SUNDAY, November 12th
Confessions from 8:30 to 8:50 AM
Matins at 8:50 AM
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

WEDNESDAY, November 15th
Confessions from 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Vespers Service at 6:30 PM

SUNDAY, November 19th
Confessions from 8:30 to 8:50 AM
Matins at 8:50 AM
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

MONDAY, November 20th
Commemoration of the Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos

into the Temple
Confessions from 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Vesperal Divine liturgy at 6:30 PM

o Fr. Peter is also available for Confessions by appointment.



Qur church community has begun receiving donations for our

W%W annual Thanksgiving Basket Drive. Please consider bringing the
mg following non-perishable food items: Canned Corn, Green

FoodBaSk thiVe Beans, Yams and Soups; Boxes of Stuffing Mix, Macaroni and
Cheese, Instant Potatoes; Jars or Packets of Gravy. Please bring

the items to the donation box in the Church Narthex. The
drive will continue through November 12th.
Our hope is to be able to feed 30 families this Thanksgiving.

Online Donations

Thank you for your continued donations to your Saint Mary’s Church. In addition
to tradition means of giving (Sunday Offering Envelopes or by mail), the church of-
fers Zelle as an online means of fulfilling your ‘Annual Pledge.” To use Zelle, please
access it through your online bank to: stmarywpbfinance @ gmail.com.

In addition to making donations toward your annual pledge to the church, you may
also donate towards our ongoing church facilities renovations, ‘Thanksgiving Food
Baskets” and various ministries.

Paypal continues as an option for those who wish to donate online.

For questions and information, please speak with our Parish Council Treasurer Sam
Pasley.

Saint Philip Orthodox Church
Annual Fall Dinner and Hafli
Germack Hall ~ 4860 Griffin Road, Davie, FL 33314
Featuring Richard Corey, Fadi Hardan, Elias Kilzi & Walid Abusad

Saturday, November lith - Doors Open at 7:30 PM
Adults $70.00; Students & Children 11-17 $30.00
Children under 10 are Free

RSVP by email: office@orthodoxfl.com

THE GOSPEL (For the Fifth Sunday of Luke)

The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (16:19-31)

The Lord said, “There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine
linen and who feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man
named Lazarus, full of sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich
man’s table; moreover, the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and
was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was bur-
ied; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off
and Lazarus in his bosom. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy upon
me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for |
am in anguish in this flame.” But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you in your
lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now
he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between us and
you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to
you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us.” And he said, “Then |
beg you, father, to send him to my father’s house, for | have five brothers, so that
he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.” But Abraham
said, “They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.” And he said, ‘No,
father Abraham; but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.” He
said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be con-
vinced if someone should rise from the dead.”
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After receiving Communion, please read the ‘Prayers of Thanksgiving After Holy Communion’ on
pages 128-131 in the Red Service Book in the pews.

This Sunday (November 5th)

Fr. Peter’s Children’s Sermon
All children are invited to the front of the church prior to Communion to partici-
pate in the monthly Children’s Sermon.

Sunday School Classes

Sunday School Classes are held each Sunday morning.Classes will begin following
Communion, and will last approximately 30 minutes. This year we will have three
classes: Ages 4-6; 7-10; Pre Teen and Teen Class.

Christmas/Nativity Play Practice

The first practice for this years Christmas Nativity Play will be today following Sun-
day School Classes. This, and all practices will be held in the church. This year’s pag-
eant will be held on Sunday, December 17th.

Appreciation Sunday Lunch

Following the Divine Liturgy, the Parish Council would like to express their apprecia-
tion for everyone who have contributed and volunteered their time over the past
year towards the ongoing projects and ministries at Saint Mary’s.

To say thank you, a lunch prepared by Sandy James Catering will be offered on Sun-
day, November 5th, following the Divine Liturgy. The luncheon will be complimen-
tary for everyone.

**Sunday Coffee Hour hosts are needed for the fall months. If you would like to host a Sunday
Coffee Hour, please speak to Jane Pasley or Khouryia Myriam.

Our Sympathies

To Andrea and Stephanie Torbey on the falling asleep in the Lord of their father
Bassam Torbey in Lebanon this past week. May God comfort them in their time of
sorrow, and grant his soul rest. Memory Eternal!

Weekly Altar Candle
0 In glory of the Most Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

If you would like to offer a Weekly Altar Candle or Holy Bread for a Divine Liturgy, please speak
with Fr. Peter.

Please Remember in Your Prayers

For the Living
“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over

him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” James 5: 14

For the Good Health of the Servants of God: Archpriest Michael & Matushka An-
nette Zaparyniuk, Michael, Archpriest Maximos Saikaley, Priest Andrew Short, Sub-
Deacon William Hall, Jodet Rae, Leon & Judy Chalhub, Johnny & Joyce Chalhub,
Raouf Saballeil, Sabah, Craig Miller, Emma, Mark Georges, Lauren Moreland,
George, Lama Chalhoub.

For the Shut-ins of our Church Community: Gloria Yedlinsky, Lidia Pawlcuk, Zakia
Salloum.

For peace in the Middle East and the Ukraine.

For all Christians and people suffering from violence, war, persecution, captivity,
hunger, and homelessness throughout this world.

For those serving in our armed forces here and abroad: Christopher Smith, Jona-
than Shportun, Alexios Gavrilos.

For the Departed
“With the spirits of the righteous made perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls of Thy serv-
ants...”

Kenneth Bashour [newly departed 10/1/23), Roy Samra [newly departed 9/13/23)
Gail Camileri (6/26/23), Angie Smith [6/23/23), Archdeacon Joseph Harb [3/8/23),
George Freije (10/26/22)

Tuesday Bible Study

Weekly Bible Study is held each Tuesday, from 7:00 to 8:00 PM, in the Conference
Room. Led by Jim Gavrilos, the Fall Bible Study will focus on the Gospel of Mark.
All are welcome to participate. Please bring your bibles.

Weekly Spiritual Discussion

Thank you to everyone who have participated in the Spiritual Discussions led by Fr.
Peter on Wednesday’s following the Vespers Service. The participation in the discus-
sion grow in number each week. The topics covered the past four weeks have been:
Realizing Christ within us; Making Room for God through Prayer; Achieving Holi-
ness; and Give us this day our Daily Bread.




