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T he great mystery of the Son of God becoming a human being shines brightly 
today as we celebrate the feast of the Circumcision of Jesus Christ.  Like any 

other Jewish male, He endured the procedure that was the mark of becoming an 
heir to the promises to Abraham.  He is not, of course, simply another child of He-
brew heritage, but also the eternal Word Who spoke the universe into exist-
ence.  Nonetheless, He humbles Himself today to be circumcised in the flesh as were 
His forefathers.  
 

The only way worthily to celebrate His circumcision is for us to perfect the circum-
cision of our hearts.  That means purifying them, cutting off their corruption by 
uniting ourselves to the God-Man from the depths of our souls.  Our Lord’s  con-
cern is not simply with outward appearances, conventional morality, or going 
through the motions.  By becoming fully human even as He remained fully divine, 
He enables us to become perfect in love for God and neighbor even as He is per-
fect.  Such a life cannot be captured by even the best words and ideas.  
 

If we reduce our high calling to legalism or a simple list of deeds to perform, we will 
have missed the point.  For being united with Christ in holiness is not a matter of 
simply doing this or that by our own will power.  As St. Paul reminded the Colos-
sians, “you were buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him 
through faith in the working of God, Who raised Him from the dead.”  We obvi-
ously cannot conquer sin and death by even our best actions or thoughts.  As St. 
Paul taught, “By grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of your-
selves; it is the gift of God.” (Eph. 2.:8.)  
 

There is no avoiding the truth that the more fully we unite ourselves to our Savior 
in daily prayer from our hearts, the more we will participate personally in His 
blessed life.   We shape ourselves by what we think about, what we fill our hearts 
with, and what we love and hope for.  Let us celebrate the Circumcision of our Lord 
by orienting ourselves from the depths of our souls to the One Who has fulfilled 
and extended the ancient promises to Abraham even to us.  That means turning the 
thoughts of our hearts back to Him in the Jesus Prayer as often as we possibly 
can.  It means opening our hearts to Him in focused prayer each day.  It means 
keeping a close watch on our thoughts and refusing to accept and fuel those that 
are corrupt and inflame our self-centered desires and fears.  
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Welcome! 
Whether you are a parishioner or a visitor, we are glad you have chosen to pray 
with us at Saint Mary’s. As a friendly reminder, please observe the following upon 
entering the church for prayer. 
 

· If you arrive after the services begin, try to enter the Church quietly and ob-
serve what is happening. Try not to interrupt the service by your entrance.  

· Please silence your cellular telephones. 
· Please place your offerings in the basket on the table in the Church Narthex 

(Entrance), or the Offering Tray when passed. 
· You are invited join us in the Banquet Hall for coffee and refreshments follow-

ing the Sunday Divine Liturgy.  

 
Celebration of the  

Feast of Theophany (Epiphany) of our Lord 
Thursday, January 5th 

 

Matins at 5:45 PM, Divine Liturgy at 7:00 PM 
The Great Sanctification of Water will follow.   The Very. Rev. Abbot Tryphon is Igumen of All-Merciful Saviour Monas-

  tery on Vashon Island, Washington.  This and other articles may be found 
  on his website abbottryphon.com 

Where is God?      by Abbot Tryphon 
 

God is a merciful God, quick to forgive, quick to show mercy, quick to embrace us 
when we turn to Him. In all of eternity our God chose to create humankind in His 
image and likeness, offering His creatures the opportunity to commune with Him in 
the endlessness that is time. He’s given us free will, allowing us to choose, or not to 
choose, a relationship with Him. We, in our freedom, can choose between good 
(God) and evil (Satan), as is our choice.  
 

Many feel that God is simply a myth, a nice idea, but hardly believable. If this God 
they’d like to believe in were truly real, wouldn’t He make it easier to see Him, and 
seek Him out? If we are free to choose God, why doesn’t He make Himself easier to 
find? Why does this God expect us to believe in Him when we can not see Him, or 
feel Him?  “If there be a God, why doesn’t He simply make Himself known, letting 
us choose or not choose communion with Him?”  
 

This is a question many people pose, at least to themselves. Many want to believe 
there is a God who cares for them, and is capable of making a difference in their 
day to day struggles, but just can’t quite surrender to belief. The nihilistic philoso-
phy that has possessed the hearts of many young people today is based on the des-
pair of an age that has seen so many wars, so much poverty, so many murders, so 
many children abused, and a seemingly hopeless future. How can there be a God 
when so much suffering abounds in this world? How can there be a God when even 
innocent people, good people, suffer?  
 

Where is God? He is in the sunrise. He is in the glorious mountains, and the vast 
sea that stretches beyond the horizon. He is in the tender touch of a mother’s hand 
on her newborn baby.  He is in the words of absolution pronounced by the priest 
after confession. He is in the wonder of the cosmos on a darkened night. He is in 
the giggle of a small child playing with his grandfather. He is in the cross that bore 
the Son of Man.  
 

He is in the bread and wine that become His body and blood. He is the transform-
ing Spirit that changes hearts and makes men saints. He is closer to us than our own 
breath. He is everywhere, for there is no place He can not be. He fills all things. He 
is everywhere to be seen if only we look with open eyes and open hearts.  



 
 
 

 

Schedule of Church Services 
 
 

Sunday, January 1st 
The Feasts of Saint Basil the Great and the Circumcision of our Lord 

Matins at 8:50 AM; Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM 
 

Wednesday, January 4th 
Vespers at 6:30 PM 

 

Thursday, January 5th 
Celebration of the Feast of Theophany (Epiphany) of our Lord 

Matins at 5:45 PM, Divine Liturgy at 7:00 PM 
The Great Sanctification of Water will follow. 

 

Saturday, January 7th 
Synaxis of Saint John the Baptist 

South Florida Pan Orthodox Theophany Celebration 
Saint Catherine Greek Orthodox Church (110 Southern Blvd. WPB) 

Matins at 9:00 AM; Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM 
Diving for Cross at 12:00 PM 

 

Sunday, January 8th 
Sunday after Theophany 

Matins at 8:50 AM; Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM 
Fr. Peter’s Children’s Sermon prior to Communion 

 
 

Fr. Peter is available for Confession: 
· By appointment;  

· Prior to Sunday Matins (8:30 to 8:50 AM);  
· Prior to Wednesday Vespers and Feast Day Services (6:00 to 6:30PM). 

 
 

 
 

Divine Liturgy Variables for the  
Feast of the Circumcision of Christ and Saint Basil the Great 

 

 

 

The First Antiphon 
Shout with jubilation unto the Lord all the earth. Chant ye unto His name, give glo-
ry in praise of Him. 
 

Refrain: Through the intercessions of the Theotokos, O Savior, save us. 
 

Say unto God: How awesome are Thy works! In the multitude of Thy power, shall 
Thine enemies be proved false unto Thee. (Refrain) 
 

Glory… Both now… (Refrain) 
 

The Second Antiphon 
Let the heavens be glad and let the earth rejoice. Sing unto the Lord; chant unto His 
Name. 
 

Refrain: Save us, O Son of God, Who wast circumcised in the flesh; who sing to 
Thee. Alleluia. 
 

Out of Zion is the magnificence of His comeliness. (Refrain) 
 

Our God is in heaven and on earth; whatsoever He hath willed, He hath done. 
(Refrain) 
 

Glory… Both now… O, only begotten Son and Word of God… 
 

The Third Antiphon 
I will sing of Thy mercies, O Lord, forever. With my mouth will I tell of Thy truth. 
Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity. 
 
· During the Little Entrance, after the verses of the Third Antiphon, chant the Apolyti-

kion of the Circumcision. The Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) is “O come, let us worship… 
save us, O Son of God, Who art risen from the dead…” as on ordinary Sundays. After 
the Little Entrance, chant these hymns in the following order: 

The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great is celebrated on this day. The service text may be found 
beginning on page 91 in the Red Service Book in the pews. The Anaphora Prayers may be found 
beginning on page 134. 



Resurrectional Apolytikion in Tone 4 
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women 
disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And proudly 
broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen, 
granting the world Great Mercy. 
 

Apolytikion for the Circumcision of Christ in Tone 1 
Our human form hast Thou taken on Thyself without change, * O greatly-
compassionate Master, though being God by nature; * fulfilling the Law, Thou will-
ingly * receives circumcision in the flesh, * that Thou mightest end the shadow and 
roll away * the veil of our sinful passions. * Glory be to Thy goodness unto 
us. * Glory be to Thy compassion. * Glory, O Word, to Thine inexpressible conde-
scension. 
 

Apolytikion for Saint Basil the Great in Tone 1 
Thy sound hath gone forth into all the earth, which hath received thy word. Thereby 
thou hast divinely taught the Faith; thou hast made manifest the nature of all things 
that be; thou hast adorned the ways of man. O namesake of the royal priesthood, 
our righteous Father Basil, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church (Dormition) in Tone 1 
In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in thy 
falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into life, 
being the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our souls from 
death. 
 

Kontakion for the Circumcision of Christ in Tone 3 
Now the Lord of all that is * doth undergo circumcision, * in His goodness cutting 
off * the sins and failings of mortals. * He this day doth give salvation * unto the 
whole world; * and the hierarch and bright daystar of the Creator * now rejoiceth 
in the highest, * Basil the wise and * divine initiate of Christ. 
 
The Epistle 
 

ProkeimenonVerse: My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my 
heart shall be of understanding. Hear this, all ye people. 
 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul Epistle to the Colossians. (2:8-12) 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our annual 
Angel Tree that provided gifts to children in need in our 
community. This year over 40 children benefited from 
your generosity. Thank you to Kelly Pasley who coordi-
nated, and the Ladies Society who sponsored the Angel 
Tree.  

 

Thank You! 
Our church would not have been beautifully adorned this Nativity Season without 
the generous donations from many of our parishioners, Thank you to everyone who 
donated towards the Poinsettias and Wreaths. A full list of donors will be published 
in and upcoming bulletin. 
 

Sunday School and Teen Classes 
Sunday School and Teen classes will resume on Sunday, January 8th. 
 

Classes are held each Sunday morning following Communion, and last approximately 
30 minutes.  
 

Weekly Bible Study  
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Fall Bible Study of ‘The Acts of the 
Apostles.’ Bible Study will resume on Tuesday, January 17th, from 6:45 to 8:00 PM 
in the Conference Room. The topic will be ‘Romans.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed 
Coffee Hour Hosts are needed for the months of January and February. If you 
would like to host a Sunday Coffee Hour, please speak to Jane Pasley or Khouryia 
Myriam. 

Home Blessings Begin January 6th 
Fr. Peter will begin the traditional ‘Blessing of Homes’ on 
January 6th. To schedule an appointment to have your 
home blessed, please complete the form sent to you home 
and either mail or hand it to Fr. Peter. You may also tele-
phone/text Fr. Peter at 561. 632-7066, or email him at 
frpshport@gmail.com to schedule a home blessing. 



Repair and Improvement Campaign Update 
 

 $25,000    $50,000        $75,000             $100,000 
                                                                                                           

                         As of December 11th, 2022:   
$52, 505 

Amount 
Received 

Online Donations 
The church offers Zelle as an online means of fulfilling your ‘Annual Pledge’ as well 
as make a donation to the ‘Repair and Improvement Campaign.’ 
 

To use Zelle, please access it through your online bank to: 
stmarywpbfinance@gmail.com. 

 

In addition, you may use the online services of Paypal, and the Envelopes on the ta-
ble in the Church Narthex in fulfilling your pledge, or to make an offering. 
 

**Please remember that any donations for the church received after De-
cember 31st will not be credited for 2022.  
 

For questions and information, please speak with our Parish Council Treasurer Sam 
Pasley. 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 
 

*NEW* In 2003, much needed renovations of our Banquet Hall Restrooms, as well 
as replacing the flooring in our beloved church will be undertaken. In order to com-
plete these two projects, your donations—no matter the amount—are needed in or-
der to reach our goal of $100,000. For more information on how you may donate 
to our campaign, please speak with Mark Samra or Sam Pasley. 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Sunday, January 22, 2023 

11:45 AM - Saint Mary’s Banquet Hall 
 

Official Notice and Information have been mailed to your homes. 

Brethren, see to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and emp-
ty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the 
universe, and not according to Christ. For in Him the whole fullness of the Godhead 
dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness of life in Him, Who is the head of all 
rule and authority. In Him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made with-
out hands, by putting off the body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ; and you 
were buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him through 
faith in the working of God, Who raised Him from the dead. 

 

سالة  ال
الَفْهِ  ي یَهُُّ  َِة، وَقْل ْ ِ ال  ُ َلَّ َ ي َی  .َف

. عَ اُألم ا َج ا  ا ه َع  ِإْس
ي سِّ ُل ِل ِإَلى َأْهِل ُ ُس َ الَّ ُل ْ ِرَساَلُة ُب ٌل ِم ْ  .َف

ِ ال  ى أَ ْرَكاِن اْلَعاَل ِ الَّاِس على ُمْقَ َ َتْقِل َ ِل َح ِ وِر الَا َفِة والُغُ َ ْ َأَحٌ ِاْلَفْل ُ ِلَ ْ وا َأْن َال َ ُ ا ِإْخَُة، اْن
َ انٍ .   لِّ ِرئاَسٍة وُسْل ُ ِه، وُهَ َرْأُس  ؤَن ِف ُل ْ ْ َم ُ ا. َوَأْن ِ َ ِت َج لُّ ِمْلِء الالَُّه لُّ ُ ِ ِه َ ح. َفِإنَُّه ِف ِ َ ى اْل على ُمْقَ

ِ َ َاِن اْل ِ ِ ْ ُ َِِّة َعْ َ َاَا اْلَ ِ َخ ْ ْلِع ِج َ ، َبْل ِ ِل االْی َ ْ َع َ ِم ْ ِخَاًنا ل ُ ْ ِه ُخِ َ َمَعُه ِفي  ِح.َوف ِن ُف ْ َم
َ اَألْمَات. ِل ِهللا الَِّ َأَقاَمُه ِم َ َع  ، ْ ُ اِن َ ْ َمَعُه ِِإ ُ ْ ًا ُأِق َها َأ ِدَِّة، الَِّي ِف ُ ْع َ    اْل

 
The Gospel 
 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (2:20-21, 40-52) 
And it came to pass that the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. And at the end of eight 
days, when He was circumcised, He was called Jesus, the name given by the angel be-
fore He was conceived in the womb. And the child grew and became strong, filled 
with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon Him. Now His parents went to Jerusa-
lem every year at the feast of the Passover. And when He was twelve years old, they 
went up according to custom; and when the feast was ended, as they were returning, 
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but supposing 
Him to be in the company they went a day’s journey, and they sought Him among 
their kinsfolk and acquaintances; and when they did not find Him, they returned to 
Jerusalem, seeking Him. After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; and all who heard 
Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. And when they saw Him  



they were astonished; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why hast Thou treated us 
so? Behold, Thy father and I have been looking for Thee anxiously.” And Jesus said 
to them, “How is it that you sought Me? Did you not know that I must be in My 
Father’s house?” And they did not understand the saying which He spoke to them. 
And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; 
and His mother kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom 
and in stature, and in favor with God and man. 
 

ل   اإلن
اِه ِ ال ْل ، وال ِ ليِّ الَ قا اإلْن ِ ل اَرِة الِقّ ِ ْ ٌ ِم ٌل َش ْ  . َف

ماِن،  َ ال ا في ذل ع ِ لِّ َما َس ُ َنُه َعَلى  ُ ِّ َ وَن َهللا َوُ ُ ِّ َ ُ ْ اِنَُة ، َرَجَع الَُّعاُة َوُه َ ْ َث َّ ا َت َّ . َوَل ْ َل َلُه ا ِق َ َ ا  وعاَی
 . ْ ََل ِِه ِفي اْلَ ْ َل َأْن ُ ََالُك َقْ اُه اْل َّ ا َس َ َ َع  ُ َي َ ِّ ، ُس ِيُّ َّ َ ال َ ْ َأَّاٍم ِلُ

وِح   ََقَّ ِالُّ ُ َوَ ِيُّ َیْ َّ اَن ال َوَ
ُة ِهللا َعَلْه.  َ ْ ِنْع اَن ًة، َوَ َ ْ َِلًا ِح ْ ُم

حِ   ْ ِ اْلِف لَّ َسٍَة ِفي ِع ُ َ َهَاِن ِإَلى ُأوُرَشِل ْ اَن َأَبَاُه َی ََة  .َوَ ْ ا بلغ اْثََي َع َّ فَل
عُ  ُ ِيُّ َ َّ ا ال َ ِعِه َ ُرُج ا اَألَّاَم، َِقَي ِعْ َّ ا َأَت َّ . ول َعاَدِة اْلِع َ  َ ا ِإَلى ُأوُرَشِل ُه  فِ َسًَة، َصِع ُسُف َوُأمُّ َ، َوُ ي ُأوُرَشِل

َان َعارِ  .ال َْعَل َ َ اَألْقاِرِب َواْل ُلَاِنِه َبْ ْ اَنا َ ٍم، َوَ ََة َیْ ِ ا َم ْفَقِة، ساَف َُّاُن َأنُه َمَع الُّ انا  اُه،  ف. َوِْذ  َ ِ َ ْ وذ َل
ُلَاِنه. ْ َ َ .  َرَجَعا ِإَلى ُأوُرَشِل ْ َأُلُه ْ ْ َوَ ُعُه َ ْ َ ، ِ َُعلِّ َ اْل ا ب ا ِف ً َِل، َجاِل اُه ِفي اْلَهْ َوَْعَ َثَالَثِة َأَّاٍم، َوَجَ

اَن   و
َِِه،  ِه َوَأْجِ ِ ْ َفْه َ ِم ِه َ َنُه ُمْ ُع ِ َ  َ ی ُع ال َا؟ ها  ج َ ِبَا هَ َ َصَْع ي، ِل ُه: َا اْب ْ َلُه ُأمُّ ا. فَقاَل َاُه ُبِه َ ا ن َّ َفَل

ا َأنَُّه َیَْغِ  َ ْ َتْعَل ُلَاِنِي؟ َأَل ْ اَذا َت َ ا: ِل َ ! َفَقاَل َلُه َعْ جِّ َ ُم ُلُ ْ َّا َن ُ اَك  ا أنا وأ ْ ي لإنَّ َا ه َألِبي؟ َفَل َن ِف ي َأْن َأُك
ا ا. َوَ َ اَن َخاِضًعا َلُه ا، َوأتى الَّاِصَِة، َوَ َ َل َمَعُه َّ َنَ ا. ُث َ ََالَم الَِّ َقاَلُه َلُه ا اْل َا ه ْ َْفَه الَم َن ُ ذل ال َف ْ ُه َت  ُأمُّ

اس. َ ِهللا وال ِة عْ َ ِّ والِّْع ِ ِة وال َ ْ ِ ُم في ال اَن َیَقَّ ُع ف  ُكلَُّه ِفي َقْلَِها. وأمَّا 
 
 

· The Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great continues with the following variables.  
 

Saint Basil the Great Liturgy Megalynarion  (sung instead of “It is truly meet…”) 
All creation rejoiceth in thee, O thou who art full of grace: the angelic hosts and 
the race of men. O hallowed temple and spiritual paradise, glory of virgins, of whom 
God was incarnate and became a little child, even our God who is before all the ag-
es; for he made thy womb a throne, and thy body more spacious than the heavens. 
All creation rejoiceth in thee, O thou who art full of grace. Glory to thee. 
 
· Koinonikon (Communion Hymn): “Praise ye the Lord from the heavens.” 

· After Communion, instead of singing “We have seen the true light”, sing the 
Apolytikion of the Circumcision in Tone One. 

After receiving Communion, please read the ‘Prayers of Thanksgiving After Holy 
Communion’ on pages 128-131 in the Red Service Book in the pews. 

 
 
 
 

Liturgical Offerings 
 

Weekly Altar Candle offered for the week of January 1st 
· In glory of the Most-Holy Trinity: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 
 

If you wish to offer Holy Bread for a Divine Liturgy, or a Weekly Altar Candle for the 
health of or memory of a love one, please speak with Fr. Peter. 
 

Please Remember In Your Prayers  
For the Living 
“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”   James 5: 14 
 

For the Good Health of the Servants of God:   Archpriest Michael & Matushka An-
nette Zaparyniuk, Michael, Sub-Deacon William Hall, Jodet Rae, Leon & Judy 
Chalhub,  Johnny & Joyce Chalhub, Jenna Welch, Shane Brown, Raouf Saballeil, Jen-
nifer Joseph Zicky, Marie-Therese Habib, Sabah, Luizette Aramouni, Craig Miller. 
 

For the Shut-ins of our Church Community:  Gloria Yedlinsky, Lidia Pawlcuk, Angie 
Smith, Zakia Salloum. 
 

Metropolitan Boulos & Archbishop Youhanna, for their release from captivity and 
safe return. 
 

For all persecuted Christians and all people suffering from violence, war, captivity, 
hunger, and homelessness throughout this world. 
 

For those serving in our armed forces here and abroad:  Christopher Smith, Jona-
than Shportun, Alexios Gavrilos. 
 

For the Departed 
“With the spirits of the righteous made perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls of Thy serv-
ants…” 
George Freije (10/26/22), Ernest Shwayri (9/29/22), Basil Dalack (9/1/22), Sarah 
Nabhan (9/5/22), Thomas Eissey (5/4/22), Margo Fankhauser (5/3/22). 
 

 
 
 


