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I n today’s Gospel (Matthew 1:1-25), we have the genealogy of Jesus Christ, 
the long list of his ancestors “...Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac was 

the father of Jacob” and so on. The Bible is full of genealogies and for us these 
lists are probably the most boring part of the Bible. So why are they there?   

For the ancient Hebrews and for many other ancient people, one did not know 
another person until one knew that person’s ancestors. A person is never sepa-
rated from his other ancestors any more than a person is separate from his 
family now. So to know who Jesus is, we have to know His ancestors. Also, in 
the Old Testament it was prophesied that the Messiah would be a descendant 
of King David and this had to be shown in the genealogy. 
  

A note should be added here about the concept of “son” in the Bible. For us, 
a son is the biological offspring of a man, or the adopted son of a man. But in 
the Bible, the concept of “son” is broader. Son can mean grandson or even a 
distant descendant. It could mean nephew. And so the genealogy tells us that 
Jesus is the son of Abraham and the son of David. We should note that the ge-
nealogy does not say that Joseph was the father of Jesus. That is because Je-
sus had no human father, but was born of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary. 
However, Joseph was the legal father of Jesus, so Jesus was a legal descend-
ant of King David.  
 

We can say that the Gospel Matthew’s genealogy is a Jewish one, showing 
that Jesus Christ is the fulllment of all the Old Testment prophecies, which 
promised a Messiah, a redeemer of the House of David and a decendent of 
Abraham. There is another genealogy given in the third chapter of the Gospel 
of Luke. It traces Jesus’ lineage all the way back to Adam, showing Jesus 
Christ’s solidarity with the whole human race, not only with the Jewish people. 
Abraham is the father of the Jewish people, of course, but in the Book of Gen-
esis, God tells Abraham that in him all nations will be blessed.   

This shows that salvation is not something offered only to the people of a cer-
tain nationality or ethnic group, but is open to all of humanity.   
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Welcome! 
Whether you are a parishioner or a visitor, we are glad you have chosen to 
pray with us at Saint Mary’s. As a friendly reminder, please observe the follow-
ing upon entering the church for prayer. 
 

· If you arrive after the services begin, try to enter the Church quietly and ob-
serve what is happening. Try not to interrupt the service by your entrance.  

· Please silence your cellular telephones. 
· Please place your offerings in the basket on the table in the Church Narthex 

(Entrance), or the Offering Tray when passed. 
· You are invited join us in the Banquet Hall for coffee and refreshments fol-

lowing the Sunday Divine Liturgy.  

 

“The Word became esh and made his 
dwelling among us. We have seen his glo-
ry, the glory of the one and only Son, who 
came from the Father, full of grace and 
truth.”    John 1:14 

Schedule of Services for the Feast of the Nativity 
 

Sunday, December 24th 
(Morning — Sunday before the Nativity) 

Matins at 8:50 AM; Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM 
 

(Christmas Eve - Feast of the Nativity of our Lord) 
Festal Matins at 6:45PM; Festal Divine Liturgy at 8:00 PM 

Traditional Christmas Carols will follow the  
Christmas Eve Divine Liturgy 

 
No Church Services on Christmas Day 

Church Services at Saint Mary 
¨ Sunday: Matins at 8:50 AM; Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM 

¨ Wednesday: Vespers at 6:30 PM 
¨ Confessions: Sunday 8:30 to 8:50 AM; Wednesday 6:00 to 6:30 PM; 

or by appointment with Fr. Peter 

Schedule of Services for Theophany  
 

Friday, January 5th 
Great and Royal Hours for Theophany at 9:00 AM 

 

Saturday, January 6th 
Festal Orthros at 8:45 AM 

Festal Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM 
Great Sanctication of Waters follow the Divine Liturgy 

Monday, January 1st 
Feast of Saint Basil the Great and the Circumcision of  our Lord 

Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great at 9:00 AM 



Sunday Before Nativity of Christ  
** The Genealogy of our Lord ** 

(Which falls on the (Eve) of Nativity of Christ) 
+Venerable Martyr Eugenia of Rome and those with her 

 
 

 
 

The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is celebrated on this day. The service 
text may be found beginning on page 91 in the Red Service Book in the pews.  
 
· Sung during and immediately following the Entrance of the Gospels 
 

Resurrectional Apolytikon in Tone 4 
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the wom-
en disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. And 
proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; 
Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 
 

Apolytikion of the Sunday Before the Nativity in Tone 2 
Great are the accomplishments of faith; for the three holy youths rejoiced in the 
fountain of ames as though at waters of rest. And the Prophet Daniel ap-
peared a shepherd to the lions as though they were sheep. Wherefore, by their 
prayers, O Christ God, save our souls. 
 

Apolytikion on the Eve of the Nativity in Tone 4 
As the fruit of David’s seed, Mary was registered of old with the Elder Joseph in 
the little town of Bethlehem, when she conceived with a seedless and pure con-
ception. Behold, the time was come that she should bear her Child, but no 
place was found within the inn for them; yet the cave proved a delightful pal-
ace for the pure Lady and Queen of all. For Christ is born now to raise the im-
age that had fallen aforetime. 
 

Apolytikion of the Church (Dormition) in Tone 1 
In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in 
thy falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into 
life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our 
souls from death. 

Divine Liturgy Variables for December 24th 



THE EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS 

Kontakion for the Preparation of the Nativity of Christ in Tone 3 
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffa-
bly, Who was before all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the glad-
some tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is will-
ing to be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God. 

The Epistle   (For the Sunday before the Nativity) 
 

Verse: Blessed are Thou, O Lord, the God of our fathers. For Thou art justied in 
all that Thou hast done for us. 
 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. (11:9-10, 32-40) 
Brethren, by faith Abraham sojourned in the land of promise, as in a for-

eign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 
promise. For he looked forward to the city which has foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to 
tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the proph-
ets—who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, received prom-
ises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched raging re, escaped the edge of 
the sword, won strength out of weakness, became mighty in war, and put for-
eign armies to ight. Women received their dead by resurrection. Some were 
tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better 
life. Others suffered mocking and scourging, and even chains and imprison-
ment. They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the 
sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, ill-
treated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering over deserts and 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though well at-
tested by their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had fore-
seen something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made per-
fect. 

Our Sympathies 
To Nabil Aboukhalid on the falling asleep in the Lord of his nephew Khalil 
Aboukhalid in Arizona last week. May God comfort his brother George and 
family in their sorrow, and may Khalil’s memory be eternal. 
 

Weekly Spiritual Discussion 
Thank you to everyone who have participated in the Spiritual Discussions led 
by Fr. Peter on Wednesday’s following the Vespers Service. The Wednesday 
evening discussions will resume on January 10th. 
 

Be a Sunday Coffee Hour Host 
A beautiful way to celebrate an occasion, honor a loved one’s 
memory or simply show your love for Saint Mary’s is to host a 
Sunday Coffee Hour. It is also a great way to contribute to our 
parish fellowship. Please speak with Jane Pasley of Khouryia 
Myriam for more details and to host a Coffee Hour. 
 

Thank You! 
Thank you to everyone who took an Angel from this year’s An-
gel Tree and returned the gift wrapped presents for children 
in need at South Olive Elementary School. 36 Angels were 
sponsored this year. Special thank you to Kelly Pasley for coor-
dinating this year’s Angel Tree. 

 

Online Donations 
Thank you for your continued donations to your Saint Mary’s Church. In addi-
tion to giving by Sunday Offering Envelopes, or by mail, the church offers Zelle 
as an online means of fullling your ‘Annual Pledge.’ To use Zelle, please ac-
cess it through your online bank to: stmarywpbnance@gmail.com. 

 

In addition to making donations toward your annual pledge to the church, you 
may also donate towards our ongoing church facilities renovations, and vari-
ous ministries. 
 

Paypal continues as an option for those who wish to donate online. 
 
***NOTE: To receive 2023 credit and a donation letter for ling you taxes with 
the IRS, all donations must be received by December 31, 2023. 
 

For questions and information, please speak with our Parish Council Treasurer 
Sam Pasley. 



Please Remember in Your Prayers 
 

For the Living 
“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over 
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.”   James 5: 14 
 

For the Good Health of the Servants of God:   Archpriest Michael & Matushka 
Annette Zaparyniuk, Michael, Priest Andrew Short, Sub-Deacon William Hall, 
Jodet Rae, Leon & Judy Chalhub, Johnny & Joyce Chalhub, Raouf Saballeil, 
Sabah Shalhoub, Craig Miller, Emma, George Matouk, George, Alice Kelly. 
 

For the Shut-ins of our Church Community:  Gloria Yedlinsky, Lidia Pawlcuk, Za-
kia Salloum. 
 

For peace in the Middle East and the Ukraine. 
 

For all Christians and people suffering from violence, war, persecution, captiv-
ity, hunger, and homelessness throughout this world. 
 

For those serving in our armed forces here and abroad:  Christopher Smith, 
Jonathan Shportun, Alexios Gavrilos. 
 
For the Departed 
“With the spirits of the righteous made perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls of Thy 
servants…” 
Florence Esper (newly departed 12/8/23), Lama Chalhoub (newly de-
parted12/6/23), Gail Camileri (6/26/23), Angie Smith (6/23/23), Archdeacon 
Joseph Harb (3/8/23). 
 

Seven Day Prayer Candles 
à Offered by Grace Brown in memory of Caden Ingram. 
à Offered by Leon & Judy Chalhub in loving memory of cousin June David 

Boston, MA) and Florence Esper (Norwood, MA) 
à Offered by Safwat & Nevin Fahmy for the good health of their children An-

drew & Maria. 
à Offered by Nataliya Diodorova in memory of Tamara Diodorova. 
 
**When offering a Seven Day Prayer Candle, please list only the names that you are 
praying for, and are asking the church community to pray for. Please do not include 
greetings, birthday and anniversary wishes, etc. 
 

لاد) ل ع ال سالة (للأح ال ق  ال
 

ا ائ ا ربُّ إلهَ آ  َ ارَكٌ أن  .مُ

اَ. َ بِ عَْ ُلِّ ما ص ْلٌ في  َ عَ  لأن

انِ لِ إلى العِْ س َ الَّ لُ ِ ب ْ رِسالةِ القِّ لٌ مِ ْ  .فَ
بَ  َ وَعْق َ امٍ مَعَ اسَ َ في خِ َ ةٍ، وسَ ولَهُ في أرْضٍ غَ عادِ نُ ُ في أرْضِ ال اه لَ إبْ انِ نََ الإ ِ ال ا إخَْةُ،  ارثَْ

عِِ ِعَِْهِ  ْ ارئُها .معَهُ لل ي اللهُ صانِعُها و ِ ال ةَ ذاتَ الأُسُ ی َ َ ال َ َ ُ بِيَ  .لأنَّهُ انْ اً؟ إنَّهُ َ لُ أْ وماذا أق
 ُ انِ قَهَ الإ  َ ی اءِ، ال لَ، والأن ئ احَ، وداودَ، وصَ نَ، وَفْ ْ اراقَ، وشَ نَ، و عَْ ْ جِْ تُ عَ ْ ُ إنْ أخَْ قْ وا الَ

د اهَ الأُس وا أَفْ ، وسَُّ اعَِ ا ال ، ونالُ ا الَِّ لُ َ ، وعَ َ الِ َ ْ  .ال وا مِ ْفِ، وتَقََّ َّ ْ حَِّ ال ا مِ ْ َ ارِ، ونَ ةَ ال فَأوا حَِّ ْ وأَ
و  بَ آخ امة. وعُِّ قِ  َّ اتَهُ اءٌ أَمْ َتْ نِ ، وأَخَ ِ اتِ الأجانِ َ ْ وا مُعَ ُ َ بِ، وَ ْ َ اءَ في ال ِ نَ ضُعْفٍ، وصاروا أَشِّ ت َْ بِ

ل َ امةٍ أفْ ا على قِ لُ َ ْ اةِ لَ الَ ا  ْ َقَْلُ بِ، ول ْ َّ اءِ وال اً  .الأَعْ دَ أ ، والقُ لَْ َ ا الهُْءَ، وال ونَ ذاق وآخَ
 َ ْ ِّ نَ  .وال اَق زون مُ ْ مُعَْ ، وهُ ٍ ٍ ومَعِ دِ غََ ا في جُل فِ، وساحُ َّ ِّ ال َ ا ِ ا، ومَات ِ وا، وامُ ِ ا، ونُ ُ ورُجِ

دونَ   ه ْ قّاً لَهُ —مَ ِ َ ُ مُ ِ العالَ ُ فِ الأرضِ  —ولَ  َغاوِرِ، وُه الِ، وال ِ ، وال ار َ في الَ ا تائِه ان لاءِ  .و فَه
لُ  َ ْ لَ، أنْ لا َ َ اً أف َ لََا ش َ َ فََ ، لأنَّ اللهَ سََ اعَِ َ ا ال الُ انِ، لَ یَ الإ  ْ داً لَهُ ه ْ ْ مَ ا. اكُلُّهُ ونِ  ب

 
 The Gospel  (For the Sunday before the Nativity: “The Genealogy”) 
 

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (1:1-25) 
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abra-
ham.  Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Ja-
cob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the father of Perez and 
Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of 
Aram, and Aram the father of Amminadab, and Amminadab the father of Na-
hshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, and Salmon the father of Boaz by 
Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 
and Jesse the father of David the king.  And David was the father of Solomon 
by the wife of Uriah, and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the 
father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asa, and Asa the father of Jehosha-
phat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of Uzziah, 
and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the 
father of Hezekiah, and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the 
father of Amon, and Amon the father of Josiah, and Josiah the father of Jecho-
niah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon.  And after the  



deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel, and 
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and 
Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, and Azor the father 
of Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, and 
Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the 
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 
Jesus was born, Who is called Christ.  So all the generations from Abraham to 
David were fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Baby-
lon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ 
were fourteen generations.  Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this 
way.  When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child of the Holy Spirit; and her husband Jo-
seph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce 
her quietly.  But as he considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary your 
wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; she will bear a son, 
and you shall call His Name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  
All this took place to fulll what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: “Behold, 
a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and His Name shall be called Emmanu-
el” (which  
means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord had commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not until she had 
borne a son; and he called His Name Jesus. 
 

ل  الإن
 (للأحَدÊِالذيÊقَبْلÊعِیدÊالمِیلادÊ:ÊأحَدÊالنسْبة)

 

ـ اهِ ِ ال لْ ِ وال لِيِّ الَ ِ مَّى الإنْ ارَةِ القِّ ِ ْ ٌ مِ لٌ شَ ْ  فَ
 َ اه ِ إب ِ داودَ ابْ حِ ابْ َ عَ ال لادِ  ابُ م تَهُ  .كِ ذا وخَْ بُ وَلََ یَه بَ، وَعْق ُ وَلََ َعْق َ ، وسْ َ َ ُ وَلََ إسْ اه  .فإب

ونُ وَلََ أرامَ  ْ ونَ، وحَ ْ ْ تَامَارَ، وفارَصُ وَلََ حَ ذا ولََ فارَصَ، وزارَحَ مِ ادَابُ وَلََ  .وَه ّ ادابَ، وعَ ِّ وأرامُ وَلََ عَ
نَ  ُ نُ وَلََ سَلْ ْ نَ، ونَ ى،  .نَ َّ ُ وَلَ َ ثَ، وعُ ْ راع َ مِ عَُ وَلََ عُ ْ رَاحابَ، وُ عََ مِ نُ وَلََ بُ ُ وسَلْ

 َ ل ى وَلََ داودَ ال َّ انَ لأُورَّا .وَ ي  َ ال انَ مِ ُ وَلََ سُلَْ لِ َ انُ ولَ رَحَْعامَ، ورَحَْعامُ وَلََ أبَِّا، وأبَِّا  .وداودُ ال وسُلَْ
ا .وَلََ آسا ِّ رامُ وَلََ عُ رامَ، و ُ وَلََ یُ شافا َ، وَ شافَا ثامُ وَلََ آحازَ، وآحازُ وَلََ  .وآسا وَلََ ی ثامَ، و ا وَلََ ی ِّ وعُ

قَِّا شَِّا .حِْ نُ وَلََ ی نَ، وآم ى وَلََ آم َّ ى، وَمََ َّ قَِّا وَلََ مََ ابِلَ  .وحِْ تَهُ في جَلاءِ  َْا وخَْ ُ شَِّا وَلََ َ ْ َعِْ  .و  ومِ

  

This Sunday   (December 24th) 
 

Weekly Altar Candle  
à In glory of the Most Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
à By Elena Sora for the good health of the Priest George and Gabriel. 
 

**If you would like to offer a Weekly Altar Candle, or Holy Bread for a Divine Lit-
urgy, please speak with Fr. Peter. 
 

Sunday School Classes 
There are no Sunday School Classes until January 7th. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

After receiving Communion, please read the ‘Prayers of Thanks-
giving After Holy Communion’ on pages 128-131 in the Red Ser-
vice Book in the pews. 

لُ وَلََ زَرَُّابِلَ  لَ، وشَأَلِْ َا وَلََ شَأَلِْ ْ ُ ابِلَ، َ .جَلاءِ  ُ وَلََ عازورَ   اقِ َ، وأَلِ اق دُ ولَ أَلِ ه دَ، وأَب ه وَزَرَُّابِلُ وَلََ أَب . 
دَ  ه ُ ولَ أَل َ، وأخ .وعازورُ وَلََ صادوقَ، وصادوقُ ولَ أخ دُ ول أَلِعازارَ، وأَلِعازارُ ولَ مََّانَ، ومََّانُ وَلََ   ه وأَل

بَ  .َعْق ح  َ عَى ال عُ، ال یُ ي وُلَِ مِْها  َ ال َ سُفَ رَجُلَ م بُ وَلََ ی وَعْق . َ إلى داودَ   اه ْ إبْ الِ مِ ُلُّ الأجْ فَ
لاً  َ ج َ حِ أرَعَةَ عَ ابلَ إلى ال ْ جلاءِ  لاً، ومِ َ ج َ ابلَ أرَعَةَ عَ ْ داودَ إلى جَلاءِ  لاً، ومِ َ ج َ .أرَْعَةَ عَ أمَّا  

وحِ  َ ال لَى مِ ِعا حُ َ لِ أنْ َ تْ مِ قَ سُفَ، وُجَِ هُ لِ ُ أُمُّ ْ مَ َ ِ ا خُ َّ ا. ل َ انَ هَ حِ ف عَ ال لُ  لقُُسِ  امَ . وذ  
لَِِها سِّاً  َ هَِها، هََّ بِ ْ ِدْ أَنْ ُ ْ یُ قاً، ولَ سُفُ رَجُلُها صِِّ .كانَ ی َهََ لَهُ   َلاكِ الَّبِّ  ، إذا ِ َ ٌِّ في ذِل ا هَُ مَُفَ وف

َ ا ا هَُ مِ ها إنَّ دَ فِ ل َ. فإنَّ ال َ َ مَ أتَ َ امْ فْ أنْ تَأخُ َ َ داوُدَ، لا تَ سُفُ اب ا ی ِ، قائِلاً:  لُ ُ و في ال حِ القُُسِ ل . 
اَاهُ ْ خَ ُ شَعَهُ مِ لِّ َ عَ، فَإنَّهُ هَُ ُ ّهِ َ ِ َ اً فَُ .وسََلُِ اب يّ القائِلِ: ها   َ الَّبِّ ِالَّ لَ مِ َّ ما ق لُّهُ لَِ ُ ا  انَ ه و
ا) ُهُ اللهُ مَعَ ِ لَ (ال تَف ئ انُ َّ عَى عِ اً، وُ َلُ، وتَلُِ ابْ ْ ْراءَ تَ .إنَّ العَ ا أَمََهُ   مِ، صََعَ  َ ال سُفُ مِ َ ی ا نَهَ َّ فل

َ امَأَتَهُ  .مَلاكُ الَّبِ. فأَخَ ع.  اهُ َ َّ ، وسَ َ تِ ابَها الِ ْ َعِفْها حََّى وَلََ ولَ  

 
 

· The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom continues as usual.  


