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] n the remaining days before the Nativity of our Lord, we must prepare to be
judged by how we respond to our Savior's birth. We must get ready to en-
ter into the deep mystery of the Son of God becoming a human being. He
does so for our salvation, to invite us to share in the heavenly banquet of His
Kingdom. As members of His Body, the Church, we have no excuse not to be
prepared. We have no excuse not to accept this great blessing. He calls us.
And if we do not accept, we will judge only ourselves.

During the remaining days of the Nativity Fast, we should each recognize that
we are preparing ourselves for a kind of judgment that will reveal our true spir-
itual state. At Christ’s first coming at His birth, He does not come as our judge.
No, we judge ourselves by how we respond to Him. Contrary to popular opin-
ion, there is much more at stake here than whether we have warm, sentimental
feelings about a baby born long ago or the cultural trappings of the season. If
that were the standard of judgment, we would need no preparation at all. But
if the standard of judgment is whether we will be prepared to turn away from
all that distracts us from being united with Christ in holiness, it is an entirely
different matter. For just like the people in today’s parable, we routinely be-
come so burdened and obsessed with daily cares that we disregard prayer.
Instead of mindfully turning our attention to Christ, we become paralyzed by
worry and fear. Instead of making our marriages icons of the fulfillment of the
man-woman relationship for the salvation of the world, we so easily fall prey to
resentment, selfishness, and neglect. Instead of living within our means so that
we can share generously with the poor and support the ministries of the
Church, we become addicts to desire for more and more possessions that will
never satisfy us.

The good news is that Christ is born to restore us to the blessedness for which
He breathed life into us in the first place. He calls us all through His birth, but
now we must choose to lay aside our obsession with earthly cares in order to
accept the invitation to His great banquet. He is coming, and we will judge
ourselves by how we respond to Him.
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Friday, January 5th
Great and Royal Hours for Theophany at 9:00 AM

Saturday, January 6th
Festal Orthros at 8:45 AM
Festal Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM
Great Sanctification of Waters follow the Divine Liturgy

Welcome!

Whether you are a parishioner or a visitor, we are glad you have chosen to
pray with us at Saint Mary's. As a friendly reminder, please observe the follow-
ing upon entering the church for prayer.

o Ifyou arrive after the services begin, try to enter the Church quietly and ob-
serve what is happening. Try not to interrupt the service by your entrance.

o Please silence your cellular telephones.

o Please place your offerings in the basket on the table in the Church Narthex
(Entrance), or the Offering Tray when passed.

e You are invited join us in the Banquet Hall for coffee and refreshments fol-
lowing the Sunday Divine Liturgy.
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¢

Church Services at Saint Mary
¢ Sunday: Matins at 8:50 AM; Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM
¢+ Wednesday: Vespers at 6:30 PM
Confessions: Sunday 8:30 to 8:50 AM; Wednesday 6:00 to 6:30 PM;
or by appointment with Fr. Peter

Tuesday, December 19th
Feast of Saint Ignatius of Antioch
Vesperal Divine Liturgy at 6:30 PM

Schedule of Services for the Feast of the Nativity

Friday, December 22nd
Great and Royal Hours for the Nativity at 9:00 AM

Sunday, December 24th
(Morning — Sunday before the Nativity)
Matins at 8:50 AM; Divine Liturgy at 10:00 AM

(Christmas Eve - Feast of the Nativity of our Lord)
Festal Matins at 6:45PM; Festal Divine Liturgy at 8:00 PM
Traditional Christmas Carols will follow the
Christmas Eve Divine Liturgy

No Church Services on Christmas Day

Monday, January 1st
Feast of Saint Basil the Great and the Circumcision of our Lord
Divine Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great at 9:00 AM

Sunday of Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ
+Prophet Daniel and the Three Holy Youths Ananias, Azarias and Mishael;
+Dionysios of Zakynthos, the Wonderworker

Divine Liturgy Variables for December 17th

The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom is celebrated on this day. The service
text may be found beginning on page 91 in the Red Service Book in the pews.

o Sung during and immediately following the Entrance of the Gospels

Resurrectional Apolytikon in Tone 3

Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty
act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death, and become the
first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, grant-
ing the world the Great Mercy.

Apolytikion of the Forefathers in Tone 2

Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them Thou hast
gone before and betrothed unto Thyself the Church of the Gentiles. Let the
saints, therefore, take pride in glory; for from their seed sprouted forth a noble
fruit, and it was she who gave birth to Thee without seed. Wherefore, by their
pleadings, O Christ God, save our souls.

Apolytikion of the Church (Dormition) in Tone 1

In thy birth-giving, O Theotokos, thou didst keep and preserve virginity; and in
thy falling-asleep thou hast not forsaken the world; for thou wast translated into
life, being the Mother of Life. Wherefore, by thine intercessions, deliver our
souls from death.

Kontakion for the Preparation of the Nativity of Christ in Tone 3

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffa-
bly, Who was before all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing the glad-
some tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing
to be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is God.




THE EPISTLE AND GOSPEL READINGS

The Epistle (For the Holy Forefathers)

Verse: Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers. For Thou art just in all
that Thou hast done for us.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians. (3:4-11)

Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you also will appear
with him in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: fornication, im-
purity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. On account of
these, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience. In these
you once walked, when you lived in them. But now put them all away: anger,
wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one anoth-
er, seeing that you have put off the old nature with its practices and have put
on the new nature, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its
Creator. Here there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircum-
cised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free man, but Christis all, and in all.
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The Order of Let no man's place, or dignity, oc riches, puff him up; and let no man's low
Saint Ignatius nim. For the chief points are faith towards . ‘
of Antioch

Today is The Order of Saint Ignatius of Antioch Sunday
For more information about The Order of Saint Ignatius of Antioch,
please speak with Fr. Peter.



Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the
Feast of Saint Ignatius of Antioch
Tuesday, December 1%th

Confessions at 6:00 PM;
Vesperal Divine Liturgy at 6:30 PM

o Forthose who wish to receive Communion, please ab-
stain from food and drink following your noon meal.

Weekly Spiritual Discussion

Thank you to everyone who have participated in the Spiritual Discussions led
by Fr. Peter on Wednesday's following the Vespers Service. Join us this com-
ing Wednesday, December 20th, as we discuss the topic of 'The Meaning of
the Nativity.'

Online Donations

Thank you for your continued donations to your Saint Mary’s Church. In addi-
tion to giving by Sunday Offering Envelopes, or by mail, the church offers Zelle
as an online means of fulfilling your ‘Annual Pledge." To use Zelle, please ac-
cess it through your online bank to: stmarywpbfinance@gmail.com.

In addition to making donations toward your annual pledge to the church, you
may also donate towards our ongoing church facilities renovations, and vari-
ous ministries.

Paypal continues as an option for those who wish to donate online.

***NOTE: To receive 2023 credit and a donation letter for filing you taxes with
the IRS, all donations must be received by December 31, 2023.

For questions and information, please speak with our Parish Council Treasurer
Sam Pasley.

** Annual Parish Meeting of Saint Mary's **
Sunday, January 21st, 11:45 AM.

The Gospel (Forthe Holy Forefathers)

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke. (14:16-24)

The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet, and
invited many; and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to
those who had been invited, '‘Come; for all is now ready.” But, one by one,
they all began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field,
and | must go out and see it; | pray you, have me excused.” And another said,
'l have bought five yoke of oxen, and | go to examine them; | pray you, have
me excused.” And another said, 'l have married a wife, and therefore | cannot
come.’ So the servant came and reported this to his master. Then the house-
holder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of
the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.” And the serv-
ant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’
And the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and
compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of
those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.” For many are called, but
few are chosen.”
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e The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom continues as usual.

After receiving Communion, please read the 'Prayers of Thanks-
giving After Holy Communion’ on pages 128-131 in the Red Ser-
vice Book in the pews.




The Nativity Fast

From November 15th until December 24th, the Orthodox Church observes
the Nativity Fast in preparation for the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus
Christ. During this period, we are called to do our best to fast, increase our
daily prayers, and remember those in need in our almsgiving.

This Sunday (December 17th)

Weekly Altar Candle
0 In glory of the Most Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
0 For the health of the Priest George and Gabriel. Offered by Elena Sora.

Holy Bread Offered:
0 By Fr. Peter Khouryia Myriam for the good health of their son Jonathan on
the occasion of his feast day (Sunday of the Holy Fathers).

If you would like to offer a Weekly Altar Candle, or Holy Bread for a Divine Litur-
gy, please speak with Fr. Peter.

Sunday School Classes
No Sunday School Classes today due to the Christmas/Nativity Pageant.

Christmas ~ Nativity Pageant

Today is the Christmas ~ Nativity Pageant featuring our Sunday School Chil-
dren. The pageant will be held in the church immediately following the Divine
Liturgy.

Sunday Coffee Hour
Hosted by the Sunday School Parents.

Coffee Hour Hosts are needed for 2024. If you would like to host a Sunday
Coffee Hour, please speak with Jane Pasley.

5.  JIhankYou!

= Thank you to everyone who took an Angel from this year's Angel
= Tree. Over 30 Angels have been sponsored this year. Please re-

=== member to return your Angel affixed to the gift wrapped toy no
e
AVEeT”\ﬁfEe later the SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17TH. This will ensure that the
gifts are distributed to children in need prior to Christmas.

Please Remember in Your Prayers

For the Living
“Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” James 5: 14

For the Good Health of the Servants of God: Archpriest Michael & Matushka
Annette Zaparyniuk, Michael, Priest Andrew Short, Sub-Deacon William Hall,
Jodet Rae, Leon & Judy Chalhub, Johnny & Joyce Chalhub, Raouf Saballeil,
Sabah Shalhoub, Craig Miller, Emma, George Matouk, George, Alice Kelly.

For the Shut-ins of our Church Community: Gloria Yedlinsky, Lidia Pawlcuk, Za-
kia Salloum.

For peace in the Middle East and the Ukraine.

For all Christians and people suffering from violence, war, persecution, captiv-
ity, hunger, and homelessness throughout this world.

For those serving in our armed forces here and abroad: Christopher Smith,
Jonathan Shportun, Alexios Gavrilos.

For the Departed
"With the spirits of the righteous made perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls of Thy
servants...”

Florence Esper (newly departed 12/8/23), Lama Chalhoub (newly de-
parted12/6/23), Gail Camileri (6/26/23), Angie Smith (6/23/23), Archdeacon
Joseph Harb (3/8/23).

Seven Day Prayer Candles

**When offering a Seven Day Prayer Candle, please list only the names that you are
praying for, and are asking the church community to pray for. Please do not include
greetings, birthday and anniversary wishes, etc.

Memory Eternal!

It is with sadness, yet in the hope of the Resurrection of our Lord, that we in-
form you of the falling asleep in the Lord of Florence Esper, age 90, in Nor-
wood, MA, on December 8. Florence was a long time winter parishioner of
Saint Mary’s. May her memory be eternal!




