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Contact Us

Street and Mailing Address:
Saint Mary Orthodox Church
1317 Florida Mango Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

Telephone:
(561) 965-5007 (Church Office)
(561) 632 7066 (Fr. Peter's Cel.)
(561) 721-5696) (Hall Rental)

Email:
(Please direct all email to)
frpshport@gmail.com

Website:
stmaryschurchwpb.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday—Friday
10:30 AM—-2:30 PM
(by Appointment)

Find us on
Facebook @&
)

Would you like to be on the
Saint Mary’s Email List? You
can receive The Weekly Bulle-
tin and Notes, and notifica-
tions on services and events
in the church community. To
be added to the list please
email

o) (Gt

Saint Mary's Calendar

Sunday, August 30th
Confessions 8:30 to 8:50 AM
Matins 8:50 AM
Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Wednesday, September 2nd
No Vespers Service

Saturday, September 5th
No Vespers Service

Sunday, September 6th
Confessions 8:30 to 8:50 AM
Matins 8:50 AM
Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Wednesday, September 9th
Confessions 6:30 to 7:00 PM
Vespers Service 7:00 PM

Saturday, September 12th
Confessions 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Vespers Service 6:30 PM

"And let our people learn to

(/ apply themselves to good

7/()(/ \I deeds, so as to help cases of
(J| THE / / p urgent need, and not to be
/(/(/’/ 0

unfruitful.”
Titus 3:14

Did You Know...

Many pious Orthodox
Christians will not eat
food from a flat plate,
use a knife, or eat
round food on this
day. Why? It's to help
us remember the sto-
ry of John the Bap-
tist's beheading, as
his head was served

on a platter and given|”

to Herodias' daughter,
according to the
Scriptures. The com-
memoration of the
beheading of John
the Baptist is August
29th.
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+Leave-taking of the Commemoration of
the Beheading of John the Baptist

Repent!

The preaching of John the Baptist and Forerunner
was a preaching of repentance. In the third chap-
ter of the Gospel according to Luke, we read:
"Bear fruits that befit repentance, and do not
begin to say to yourselves, '‘We have Abraham as
our father, for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now
the axe is laid to the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut
down and thrown into the fire” (Luke 3:8).

The Forerunner goes on to give very clear and
specific direction about the reality of repentance:
...and the multitudes asked him, ‘what then shall
we do? and he answered them, 'He who has two
coats, let him share with him who has none; and
he who has food, let him do likewise.’ Tax collec-
tors also came to be baptized, and said to him,
‘Teacher what shall we do?" And he said to them,
‘Collect no more than is appointed you.’ Soldiers
asked him ‘and what shall we do?" and he said to
them, 'Rob no one by violence or by false accusa-
tion, and be content with your wages'.”

Saint Mary Orthodox Church of West Palm Beach
A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese and the
Diocese of Miami and the Southeast
The Very Reverend Father Peter Shportun, Pastor




We are glad you have chosen to pray with us at Saint Mary Orthodox Church.
Today, the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is celebrated. The service
text begins on page ?1 in the Red Service Book in the pews.

Remember that Holy Communion is offered to Orthodox Christians who have
prepared themselves through prayer, fasting and recent confession. All visitors
are welcome to receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the end of the Divine
Liturgy, and join us for fellowship during Coffee Hour.

Orthros (Matins) Service and Divine Liturgy Variables (in English and Arabic
text) for this Sunday may be accessed through your cellular telephone or tab-
lets at: antiochian.org/liturgicday/4661

THE EPISTLE
(For the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost)
O Lord, how marvelous are Thy works. In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul!
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (16:13-24)
Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, and be
strong. Let all that you do be done in love. Now, brethren, you know that the
household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have devot-
ed themselves to the service of the saints; | urge you to be subject to such men
and to every fellow worker and laborer. | rejoice at the coming of Stephanas
and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they have made up for your absence;
for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. Give recognition to such men. The
churches of Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in
their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord. All the brethren send greet-
ings. Greet one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting with my own
hand. If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord,
come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with you all in
Christ Jesus. Amen.

THE GOSPEL
(For the Thirteenth Sunday of Matthew)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (21:33-42)
The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a householder who planted a
vineyard, and set a hedge around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a
tower, and let it out to tenants, and went into another country. When the

The Beheading of John the Baptist

The gospel account tells us that Herod was the one who had John the Baptist
arrested and bound in prison on account of Herodias, the wife of his brother
Philip, whom he had married. John had said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you
to have your brother's wife.” Herodias harbored a grudge against him and
v wanted to kill him but was unable to do
T s° Herod feared John, knowing him to
i\ | be a righteous and holy man, and kept
L him in custody. When he heard him
|| speak he was very much perplexed, yet
| he liked to listen to him. She had an op-
A &8l portunity one day when Herod, on his
birthday, gave a banquet for his courti-
ers, his military officers, and the leading
| men of Galilee. Herodias' own daugh-
A ter came in and performed a dance that
delighted Herod and his guests. The
king said to the girl, "Ask of me whatev-
er you wish and | will grant it to you,
even to half of my kingdom.”

She went out and said to her mother, “What shall | ask for?” Her mother re-
plied, “The head of John the Baptist.” The girl hurried back to the king's pres-
ence and made her request, “I want you to give me at once on a platter the
head of John the Baptist.”

The king was deeply distressed, but because of his oaths and the guests he
did not wish to break his word to her. So he promptly dispatched an execu-
tioner with orders to bring back his head. He went off and beheaded him in
the prison. He brought in the head on a platter and gave it to the girl. The girl
in turn gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard about it, they came and
took his body and laid it in a tomb. (Mark 6:17-29).

The commemoration of the beheading of John the Baptist is August 29th. It is
custom in the Orthodox Church for that day to be a strict fast.




Attention Ladies!

Do you have a new or gently used purse in your closet or
drawer that you no longer use? Here is an opportunity to
donate to a local domestic abuse shelter help women in
our community who are in need.

If anyone has a purse they would like to donate, please
bring it to church on Sunday August 30th, September 6th
or September 13th. A donation box will be set up in the
entrance of the church hall. For more information, please speak with Joan
Shwayri.

‘o Donations Needed for the Feast of the Cross
m)f Vow On Sunday, September 13th, the Feast of the Elevation of the
& 4 Cross (Eid al-Salib) will be commemorated with the Procession

of the Holy Cross at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. Flow-

“’% ers are need to adorn the cross and distributed to those pre-
@; g sent. Please speak to Fr. Peter or Sam Pasley if you wish to do-
N S
e nate.

Making It Easier To Give
By using this QR Code, it is easier to make a donation or ful-
fill you annual pledge through Zelle to Saint Mary's. You may
also access it through your online bank to:
stmarywpbfinance@gmail.com

Should you have any questions, or need further information
about giving opportunities at Saint Mary's, please speak to
our Parish Council Treasurer Sam Pasley.

season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, to get his
fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first; and they did
the same to them. Afterward he sent his son to them, saying, "They will respect
my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, This is the
heir; come, let us kill him and have his inheritance.” And they took him and
cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. When therefore the owner of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “"He will
put those wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard to other ten-
ants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “"Have
you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The very stone which the builders rejected
has become the head of the corner; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvel-
ous in our eyes?”

o After receiving Communion, please quietly read the 'Prayers of Thanksgiv-
ing after Communion’ on pages 128-131 in the Red Service Book.

e The Children’s Word is available on the counter in the Church Narthex for
our children.

Facing East

Have you ever noticed that in Orthodox liturgical services, the priest faces
the same direction as the congregation—toward the altar and the East—
rather than turning his back to them? There are several reasons for this:

Shared Direction: The priest leads or guides the congregation on a shared
spiritual journey toward God rather than putting on a performance. Every-
one

faces the same way to address God collectively, rather than the priest act-

ing as a focal point or talking to the people during prayers meant for God.

Symbolism of Christ: Facing East symbolizes looking toward the rising sun
and the expected return of Christ, who is described as the "Sun of Right-
eousness" and coming from the East.

Exceptions: The priest does turn to face the people during specific mo-
ments, such as when reading the Gospel, delivering the sermon, or giving
a blessing.




Holy Bread Offerings for
Today's Divine Liturgy

¢ For the health and well-being of
Valerica, Daniela, Andrei, Rachel,
Fr. Gherman, Petru, Sarah, Xenia,
Lucia, Basil, Maria, loana, Maria,
lonel, Elena.

¢ In memory of Roula, Fehmi, OI-
ga, Samaan and Renee. By Alan
& Carol Sara.

¢ In memory of Antoinette &
Chebel Shamoun. By Jackline
Shamoun Mamari.

ES=SS e —

One Week Vigil Candle
Offered by Cristina Nagy for the
health of Eugenia Grosan, Ryan Zltan
& Cristina Nagy; In memory of Lucia,
Stefan, Nicolae, lon, Melania, Con-
stantin, Elena, lonita

If You Would Like To Offer
Holy Bread
Weekly Altar Vigil Candle
Altar Wine

Please speak with Fr. Peter or
Sam Pasley.

For peace in the Middle East and
throughout the world.

For the Living
“Is any sick among you? Let him call
for the elders of the church; and let
them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord.”
James 5: 14

For the Good Health of the Servants of
God: Matushka Annette Zaparyniuk,
Leon & Judy Chalhub, Johnny & Joyce
Chalhub, Sabah Shalhoub, Cheryl
Lewis, Eric Waser, Elena, Eugenia Gro-
san, Grace Guzman, Suad AbuHadid.

For those serving in our armed forces
here and abroad: Christopher Smith,
Jonathan Shportun, Alexios Gavrilos,
Dylan Himber.

Names for the ‘good health’ will be
kept on the Prayer List for 40 days un-
less otherwise requested. Please speak
with Fr. Peter.

For the Departed
“With the spirits of the righteous made
perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls of
Thy servants...”

John Joubran (6/22/26), Ralph Hasel-
man (12/22/25).

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed
_CEE Coffee Hour brings us together for fellowship, a cup of coffee
O — 0’//;. and a small bite to eat. If you are looking for an opportunity
o ® o foster fellowship among our parishioners and guests by
hosting Coffee Hour, please speak with Jane Pasley.

Today's Coffee Hour is hosted by: Mark Samra, Jane Pasley,
Dalene Samra and families in honor and memory of George & Delores Samra.

No Vespers Services This Coming Week
Wednesday, September 2nd and Saturday, September 6th

Coming This Fall
Saint Mary’s Sunday School Classes begin September 13th

Classes will be held each Sunday morning immediately following Holy Com-
munion, and last approximately 30 minutes. Teachers and Assistants are still
needed. Please see Pamela Weidman if you are willing to help out.
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Fall Bible Study Classes on the Gospel of John
Led by Jim Gavrilos, classes will be each Tuesday Evening from 7:00 to 8:00
PM, in the Church Hall beginning September15th. All are welcome to attend.
Please bring your Bibles.

Fall Catechism Classes

‘Acquiring an Orthodox Life’
A six week series held Wednesday Evenings from 7:30 to 8:30 PM beginning
October 7th. All sessions will follow Wednesday Vespers and be held in the
church.



