
 
 
 

Saint Mary’s Calendar 
 

Sunday, August 2nd 
Confessions  8:30 to 8:50 AM 

Matins & Divine Liturgy  8:50 AM 
Parish Council Meeting 12 Noon 

 

Monday, August 3rd 
Confessions 6:30 to 7:00 PM 

Paraklesis Service 7:00 PM 
Anointing of oil from the Wonderworking 

Iveron Icon of the Mother of God  
will be offered. 

 

Wednesday, August 5th 
Celebration of the Feast of the  

Transguration of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Confessions 6:30 to 7:00 PM 

Vesperal Divine Liturgy 7:00 PM 
Blessing of the Grapes and First Fruits at 

the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. 
 

Friday, August 7th 
Confessions 6:30 to 7:00 PM 

Paraklesis Service 7:00 PM 
Anointing of oil from the Wonderworking 
Iveron Icon of the Mother of God will be 

offered. 
 

Saturday, August 8th 
Confessions 6:00 to 6:30 PM 

Great Vespers Service 6:30 PM 
 

Sunday, August 9th 
Confessions  8:30 to 8:50 AM 

Matins & Divine Liturgy  8:50 AM 

Street and Mailing Address: 
Saint Mary Orthodox Church 

1317 Florida Mango Road 
West Palm Beach, FL 33406 

 

Telephone: 
(561) 965-5007 (Church Office) 
(561) 632 7066 (Fr. Peter’s Cel.) 

(561) 721-5696) (Hall Rental) 
 

Email: 
(Please direct all email to) 

frpshport@gmail.com 
 

Website: 
stmaryschurchwpb.org 

 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday—Friday 

10:30 AM—2:30 PM 
(by Appointment) 

“Jesus said, 
Let the chil-
dren come to 
me, and do 
not hinder 

them; for to such belongs 
the kingdom of heaven.” 
  -Matthew 19:14 
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  +Translation of the Relics of the  
    Protomartyr Stephen 

 

Why Do We Bless Grapes?          
 

It is the tradition on the Feast of Feast Transgura-
tion to consecrate grapes, apples and other fruit 
after the Divine Liturgy. The custom of bringing 
fruit to the temple for consecration originates in 
the Old Testament time (Gen 4:2-4; Ex 13:12-13; 
Num 15:19-21; Deut 8:10-14). The Apostles 
brought this tradition to the Church of the New 
Testament (1 Cor 16:1-2). Instruction regarding 
bringing fruit to temple is found in the Third Rule 
of the Apostolic Canon, the earliest collection of 
ecclesiastic canons, known since the second cen-
tury. In the rst centuries of Christianity, the faithful 
brought forth to the temple the fruit and crops of 
the new harvest: bread, wine, oil, incense, wax, 
honey etc. From these offerings, bread, wine, in-
cense, oil and wax were taken to the altar, while 
the rest was used for the needs of the clergy and 
the poor whom the church was caring for. These 
offerings were to express gratitude to God for all 
goods, but at the same time help servants of God 
and people in need.            
 

 

Saint Mary Orthodox Church of West Palm Beach 
A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese and the   

Diocese of Miami and the Southeast 

The Very Reverend Father Peter Shportun, Pastor 

Did You Know… 
 

The Feast of the Transfig-
uration of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is one of the 12 
major feast days in the 
Orthodox Church.   
 

In the Transfiguration of 
our Lord Jesus Christ on 
Mount Tabor before His 
disciples Peter, James 
and John, the glory of 
the Kingdom of God was 
manifest in the person of 
Jesus Christ. This was so 
that when they would 
behold Him crucified, 
they would understand 
that His suffering was 
voluntary. 
 
 



We are glad you have chosen to pray with us at Saint Mary Orthodox Church. 
Today, the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is celebrated.  The service 
text begins on page 91 in the Red Service Book in the pews. 
Remember that Holy Communion is offered to Orthodox Christians who have 
prepared themselves through prayer, fasting and recent confession. All visitors 
are welcome to receive the  Antidoron (blessed bread) at the end of the Divine 
Liturgy, and join us for fellowship during Coffee Hour. 
 

Orthros (Matins) Service and Divine Liturgy Variables (in English and Arabic 
text) for this Sunday may be accessed through your cellular telephone or tab-
lets at:  antiochian.org/liturgicday/4633 
 

THE EPISTLE 
(For the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost) 

Make your vows and pay them to the Lord our God. 
God is known in Judaea; His Name is great in Israel. 

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (3:9-17) 
Brethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s husbandry, God’s 

building. According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise ar-
chitect I laid a foundation, and another builds upon it. Let each one take heed 
how he builds upon it. For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on this foundation gold, sil-
ver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; everyone’s work will become mani-
fest; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by re, and the re 
itself will test each one’s work of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which was built 
on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned 
up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, yet so as by re. Do you not 
know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? If 
anyone corrupts the temple of God, God will corrupt him. For the temple of 
God is holy, whose temple you are. 

 
THE GOSPEL 

(For the Ninth Sunday of Matthew) 
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (14:22-34) 

At that time, Jesus made the Disciples get into the boat and go before 
Him to the other side, while He dismissed the crowds. And after He had dis-
missed the crowds, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. When 
evening came, He was there alone, but the Disciples’ boat by this time was 
many furlongs distant from the land, beaten by the waves; for the wind was 
against them. And in the fourth  

Donations for our Parish Feast 
 

Donations to help offset the expenses of our Church Feast Day (Dormition of 
the Theotokos) and the Feast of the Transguration of our Lord, are now being 
accepted. Donations are needed for the following: 
 

· Grapes to be blessed and distributed at the Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the 
Feast of the Transguration on Wednesday, August 5th. 

 

· Flowers to decorate the church and the tomb, which will be distributed at 
Great Vespers on Friday, August 14th. 

 

· Bread for the Artoklasia on August 14th. 
 

· Holy Bread and Altar Wine for the Divine Liturgy on Saturday, August 15th.    
 

· For the Lenten Reception following Vespers on Friday, August 14th. 
 

· For the Feast Day Luncheon to be held on Sunday, August 16th. 
 

Please see Fr. Peter or Sam Pasley to donate. 

FEAST DAY LUNCHEON 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16TH - 11:30 AM 

DONATION:  
$15.00 ADULTS  AND TEENS 

FREE WILL DONATION FOR CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS 



Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos 
 

According to the tradition of the Orthodox Church, the Feast of the Dormition 
of the Theotokos celebration (August 15th) is preceded by a two-week fast, 
referred to as the Dormition Fast, which was established in the 7th century AD.  
The Dormition took place in the house of Saint John the Evangelist, where the 
Theotokos lived after Christ’s crucixion. The Orthodox Church teaches that 
Mary died a natural death, like any human being, and that her soul was re-
ceived by Christ upon death. 
The Feast of the Dormition is the Feast Day of our church community. In prep-
aration for the feast, we will offer the following scheduled prayers in prepara-
tion for the feast. 

 

Paraklesis Services 
Monday, August 3rd;  Friday August 7th;  
Monday, August 10th;  Wednesday, August 12th. 
Each service will begin at 7:00 PM.  
· Following each Paraklesis Service, an anointing of oil 

from the Wonderworking Iveron Icon of the Mother of God will be offered. 
 

 

Feast of the Transfiguration of our Lord 
Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Transgura-
tion will be celebrated on Wednesday, August 5th at 7:00 
PM 
· Following the Divine Liturgy, the traditional ’Blessing 
of Grapes and First Fruits.’ will take place. 

 
Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos 
Great Vespers Service with the Artoklasia will be prayed 
on Friday, August 14th at 7:00 PM. His Grace Bishop Nich-
olas, together with clergy from various Orthodox Church-
es in Southeast Florida will join us prayer. 
· A Lenten Reception in the hall will follow the service. 
 

Festal Matins and Divine Liturgy for the feast will be celebrated on Saturday, 
August 15th, at 8:50 (Matins), and 10:00 AM (Divine Liturgy). 
 

watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. But when the 
Disciples saw Jesus walking on the sea, they were terried, saying, “It is a 
ghost!” And they cried out for fear. But immediately He spoke to them, saying, 
“Take heart, it is I; have no fear.” And Peter answered Him, “Lord, if it is Thee, 
bid me come to Thee on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the 
boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus; but when he saw the wind, 
he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus im-
mediately reached out His hand and caught him, saying to him, “O man of lit-
tle faith, why did you doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind 
ceased. And those in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “Truly, Thou art the Son 
of God.” And when they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. 

 
· After receiving Communion, please quietly read the ‘Prayers of Thanksgiv-

ing after Communion’ on pages 128-131 in the Red Service Book. 
 

· The Children’s Word is available on the counter in the Church Narthex for 
our children. 

Why do Orthodox Christians receive          
Communion with a Spoon? 
 

The practice isn’t ancient, it developed gradually in 
the Byzantine Church between the sixth to eleventh 
centuries. Before that, Christians received the con-
secrated Bread in their hands or directly into their 
mouths, then drank from the chalice. But as the 

Church grew and more people communed, practical problems emerged. 
Particles of the consecrated Bread were dropped. People sometimes took 
the Bread home rather than consuming it immediately. The Church adapted. 
Priests began placing a small piece of the consecrated Bread into the chalice, 
letting it absorb the consecrated Wine, then using a spoon to deliver both to-
gether directly into each person’s mouth.  
 

The same spoon serves everyone. Why one spoon? Because we’re one Body. 
We share one cup, one Bread, one Lord. We’re not individuals grabbing our 
private portions. We’re members of Christ’s Body, fed from the same source.  



In memory of Toma, Voca, Ivan, Vlad, 
Valeriy, Valentina, Kostya, Vladyslava. 
 

In memory of Valeriy, Ivan, Vlad. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
For the Living 

“Is any sick among you? Let him call for 
the elders of the church; and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in 
the name of the Lord.”   James 5: 14 
 

For the Good Health of the Servants of 
God:  Matushka Annette Zaparyniuk,  
Leon & Judy Chalhub, Johnny & Joyce 
Chalhub, Sabah Shalhoub, Cheryl 
Lewis, Eric Waser, Elena. 
 

For those serving in our armed forces 
here and abroad:  Christopher Smith, 
Jonathan Shportun, Alexios Gavrilos, 
Dylan Himber. 
 

For peace in the Middle East and 
throughout the world. 
 

For the Departed 
“With the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls of 
Thy servants…”     
 

John Joubran (6/22/26), Ralph Hasel-
man (12/22/25). 
 
 

 

Holy Bread Offerings for  
Today’s Divine Liturgy  
 

 
 
 
 

 

¨ For the health and well-being of 
Valerica, Daniela, Andrei, Rachel, 
Fr. Gherman, Petru, Sarah, Xenia, 
Lucia, Basil, Maria, Ioana, Maria, 
Ionel, Elena. 

 

¨ In memory of Roula, Fehmi, Ol-
ga, Samaan and Renee. By Alan 
& Carol Sara. 

 

¨ In memory of Antoinette & 
Chebel Shamoun. By Jackline 
Shamoun Mamari. 

 

If You Would Like To Offer 
Holy Bread  

Weekly Altar Vigil Candle  
Altar Wine 

 

Please speak with Fr. Peter or  
Sam Pasley. 

Weekly Vigil Candles 
 

By Leon & Judy Chalhub for health, 
peace and salvation of Mark 
George, Jeanie, Johnny; In memory 
of Jennifer (3 years). 
 

In memory of Angel, Vladymyr, 
Tamara, Tama, Tatiana, Galina, Alex-
ander, Grigory, Alexej, Sergio, Gri-
gory. 

Coffee Hour Hosts Needed for the Summer 
Coffee Hour brings us together for fellowship, a cup of 
coffee and a small bite to eat. If you are looking for an op-
portunity to foster fellowship among our parishioners and 
guests by hosting Coffee Hour, please speak with Jane Pas-
ley.   
 

 

Next Sunday, August 9th,  all of our youth (Pre-K through 
College) are encouraged to bring their backpacks to be 
blessed at the end of the Divine Liturgy. 
This blessing is a reminder that God will be with them during 
the coming school year. 
 

**Saint Mary’s Sunday School Classes begin September 13th** 
More information coming soon. 

 

Blessing of Scarves 
On Sunday, August 16th, in honor of our feast day, Fr. Peter will be blessing 
scarves given out to the ladies of our parish. If any of our ladies did not previ-
ously receive a scarf, please see Carol Sara.  
 

Parish Council Meeting 
Today, August 2nd —12:00 PM, in the Conference Room 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Making It Easier To Give 
By using this QR Code, it is easier to make a donation or 
ful-ll you annual pledge through Zelle to Saint Mary’s. 
You may also access it through your online bank to:     

stmarywpbnance@gmail.com 
 

Should you have any questions, or need further infor-
mation about giving opportunities at Saint Mary’s, please 

speak to  our Parish Council Treasurer Sam Pasley. 
 


