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Contact Us

Street and Mailing Address:
Saint Mary Orthodox Church
1317 Florida Mango Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33406

Telephone:
(561) 965-5007 (Church Office)
(561) 632 7066 (Fr. Peter's Cel.)
(561) 721-5696) (Hall Rental)

Email:
(Please direct all email to)
frpshport@gmail.com

Website:
stmaryschurchwpb.org

Office Hours:
Tuesday—Friday
10:30 AM—-2:30 PM
(by Appointment)

Find us on
Facebook @&
)

Would you like to be on the
Saint Mary’s Email List? You
can receive The Weekly Bulle-
tin and Notes, and notifica-
tions on services and events
in the church community. To
be added to the list please
email
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Saint Mary's Calendar

Sunday, August 16th
Confessions 8:30 to 8:50 AM
Festal Matins 8:50 AM
Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM
Feast Day Luncheon 11:30 AM

Wednesday, August 19th
Confessions 6:30 to 7:00 PM
Vespers Service 7:00 PM

Saturday, August 22nd
Confessions 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Great Vespers Service 6:30 PM

Sunday, August 23rd
Confessions 8:30 to 8:50 AM
Festal Matins 8:50 AM
Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

Wednesday, August 26th
Confessions 6:30 to 7:00 PM
Vespers Service 7:00 PM

Saturday, August 29th
Confessions 6:00 to 6:30 PM
Great Vespers Service 6:30 PM

Did You Know...

If an Orthodox Christian
arrives late to the Divine
Liturgy, he or she should
refrain from receiving
Holy Communion. When
we plan to partake of the
Eucharist, we fast from
food and drink from mid-
night onward and pre-
pare spiritually through
prayer.

We are already unworthy
of the Holy Gifts; there-
fore, it would be unwise
to further compound that
unworthiness by partak-
ing of them after show-
ing up late or preparing
inadequately.
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+After-Feast of the Dormition

| will enter into Thy House...

One of the most overlooked areas of Orthodox
church etiquette is our behavior in entering and
exiting the temple. There are a number of consid-
erations we should make before simply waltzing
through the doors into the church.

Just as we prepare our bodies for entering an Or-
thodox church by dressing with modesty, we
should also prepare our souls and minds with
prayer. Your prayer can be as simple as making
the sign of the cross. Some people quietly pray
the Jesus Prayer: "Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
have mercy on me, a sinner.” Others may read or
recite Psalm 83, or may read other prayers from
their prayer books.

We must take time to spiritually prepare for enter-
ing the Kingdom of Heaven on earth. This time
allows us to reflect on where it is we are going
once we step through the door, and why we are
there to begin with: to give thanks, receive Holy
Communion and become ever closer to God.

Saint Mary Orthodox Church of West Palm Beach
A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese and the
Diocese of Miami and the Southeast
The Very Reverend Father Peter Shportun, Pastor




We are glad you have chosen to pray with us at Saint Mary Orthodox Church.
Today, the Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is celebrated. The service
text begins on page ?1 in the Red Service Book in the pews.

Remember that Holy Communion is offered to Orthodox Christians who have
prepared themselves through prayer, fasting and recent confession. All visitors
are welcome to receive the Antidoron (blessed bread) at the end of the Divine
Liturgy, and join us for fellowship during Coffee Hour.

Orthros (Matins) Service and Divine Liturgy Variables (in English and Arabic
text) for this Sunday may be accessed through your cellular telephone or tab-
lets at: antiochian.org/liturgicday/4647

THE EPISTLE

(For the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost)
The Lord is my strength and my song. The Lord has chastened me severely.
The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians. (9:2-12)

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. This is my de-
fense to those who would examine me. Do we not have the right to our food
and drink? Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a wife, as the other
apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas? Or is it only Barnabas and |
who have no right to refrain from working for a living? Who serves as a soldier
at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard without eating any of its fruit? Who
tends a flock without getting some of the milk? Do | say this on human authori-
ty? Does not the law say the same? For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You
shall not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain.” Is it for oxen that God
is concerned? Does he not speak entirely for our sake? It was written for our
sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the thresher thresh in
hope of a share in the crop. If we have sown spiritual good among you, is it too
much if we reap your material benefits? If others share this rightful claim upon
you, do not we still more? Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right,
but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the Gospel of
Christ.

THE GOSPEL
(For the Eleventh Sunday of Matthew)
The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. (18:23-35)
The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be

The Image of Christ “Not Made By Hands"

The Icon of the Christ “Image Not-Made-By-
Hands,” is one of the earliest icons witnessed to by
the Church. The Feast of this icon is celebrated on
August 16, during the after-feast period of the
Feast of the Dormition.

X(

According to tradition, during the time of the
earthly ministry of the Christ, Abgar, ruler in the
Syrian city of Edessa, was afflicted with leprosy. Re-
ports of the great miracles performed by the Lord
extended throughout Syria (Matthew 4:24) and as
far as Arabia at this time. Although not having seen the Lord, Abgar believed
in him and wrote a letter requesting Christ to come and heal him. Abgar sent
his court painter, Ananias, with this letter to Palestine telling him to paint an
image of the Divine Teacher. Ananias was not able go to near Christ because
of the great many people listening to his preaching. He attempted to produce
an image of the Lord Jesus Christ from afar, but could not. The Lord called An-
anias and promised to send his disciple in order to heal Abgar from the lepro-
sy and instruct him in salvation. Then the Lord called for water and a towel. He
wiped His face with the towel, and on it was His Divine Image. The towel was
sent back to Edessa with Ananias. With thanksgiving Abgar received the sa-
cred objects and started healing. He continued healing until the arrival of the
disciple Thaddeus, Apostle of the 70.

Abgar adorned the towel with the Image of Christ and placed it over gates of
the city. For many years it was venerated by those who passed through the
gates. Edessa, a great-grandson of Abgar, fell into idolatry and was deter-
mined to remove the image. In a vision, the Lord ordered the Bishop of Edes-
sa to conceal the image. The bishop and his clergy at night, blocked up the
niche with clay tablets and bricks. Many years passed by and the inhabitants
forgot about the Holy Object.

There are several traditions concerning the fate of the image. One is that it was
carried away by Crusaders during the time of their dominion over Constanti-
nople (1204-61). Another is that it was taken about 1362 to Genoa, where it
was presented to and preserved in a monastery dedicated to the Apostle Bar-
tholomew.




DORMITION OF THE

THEOTOROS

FEAST DAY LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16TH - 11:30 AM

MENU: CHICKEN & BEEF SHWARMA, FATOOSH,
FRENCH FRIES AND DESSERT

DONATION: $15.00 ADULTS AND TEENS
FREE WILL DONATION FOR CHILDREN UNDER 12 YEARS

Coming This Fall

Saint Mary's Sunday School Classes begin September 13th.
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Fall Bible Study Classes

on the Gospel of John
Tuesday Evenings from 7:00 to 8:00 PM
beginning September15th.

— O ——————

Fall Catechism Classes
‘Acquiring an Orthodox Life’

A six week series held Wednesday Evenings
from 7:30 to 8:30 PM

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.
When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed him ten
thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold,
with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the
servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and |
will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him the lord of that servant re-
leased him and forgave him the debt. But that same servant, as he went out,
came upon one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii; and
seizing him by the throat he said, 'Pay what you owe." So his fellow servant fell
down and besought him, 'Have patience with me, and | will pay you.” He re-
fused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his
fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and
they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord
summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! | forgave you all that
debt because you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your
fellow servant, as | had mercy on you? And in anger his lord delivered him to
the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. So also My heavenly Father will do
to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

o After receiving Communion, please quietly read the 'Prayers of Thanksgiv-
ing after Communion’ on pages 128-131 in the Red Service Book.

e The Children’s Word is available on the counter in the Church Narthex for
our children.

Where Do We Kiss (Venerate) lcons?

g In the Orthodox practice of venerating icons, we always
// ’8 kiss either the hands or the feet of the person depicted.
You can also kiss the scroll, Gospel book, or hand cross in
the saint's hand. We do not kiss the faces of saints, as such

i Contrary to what many people believe, we do not worship
the icons. Orthodox Christians kiss icons to show those de-
picted the honor they should receive for being icons of Christ, shining exam-
ples for us that teach us how to live the Christian life.




Holy Bread Offerings for
Today’s Divine Liturgy

¢ For the health and well-being of
Valerica, Daniela, Andrei, Rachel,
Fr. Gherman, Petru, Sarah, Xenia,
Lucia, Basil, Maria, loana, Maria,
lonel, Elena.

¢ In memory of Roula, Fehmi, Ol-
ga, Samaan and Renee. By Alan

& Carol Sara.

¢ In memory of Antoinette &
Chebel Shamoun. By Jackline
Shamoun Mamari.

¢ For the health of Safwat, Nevien,
Andrew & Maria Fahmy; In
memory of Ayed & Ayman (For

Transfiguration & Dormition).

¢ By Suheil & Michelle Zeibaq for
the good health of Lisa Marie; In
memory of Maria (For Dormition).

¢ By Jason & Liliana Underwood
for a good school year (2026-
2027) for their sons Noah &
Christian.

Altar Candle
By Suheil & Michelle Zeibaq for the
good health of Lisa Marie; In
memory of Maria.

Altar Wine
For the health of Safwat, Nevien, An-
drew & Maria Fahmy; In memory of
Ayed & Ayman.

If You Would Like To Offer

Holy Bread
Weekly Altar Vigil Candle
Altar Wine

Please speak with Fr. Peter or
Sam Pasley.
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For the Living
“Is any sick among you? Let him call
for the elders of the church; and let
them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord.”
James 5: 14

For the Good Health of the Servants of
God: Matushka Annette Zaparyniuk,
Leon & Judy Chalhub, Johnny & Joyce
Chalhub, Sabah Shalhoub, Cheryl
Lewis, Eric Waser, Elena, Eugenia Gro-
san.

For those serving in our armed forces
here and abroad: Christopher Smith,
Jonathan Shportun, Alexios Gavrilos,
Dylan Himber.

For peace in the Middle East and
throughout the world.

For the Living
“Is any sick among you? Let him call
for the elders of the church; and let
them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord.”
James 5: 14

For the Good Health of the Servants of
God: Matushka Annette Zaparyniuk,
Leon & Judy Chalhub, Johnny &
Joyce Chalhub, Sabah Shalhoub,
Cheryl Lewis, Eric Waser, Elena, Eu-
genia Grosan.

For those serving in our armed forces
here and abroad: Christopher Smith,
Jonathan Shportun, Alexios Gavrilos,
Dylan Himber.

For the Departed
“With the spirits of the righteous made
perfect, give rest O Lord to the souls
of Thy servants...”

John Joubran (6/22/26), Ralph Hasel-
man (12/22/25).
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Names for the ‘good health” will be
kept on the Prayer List for 40 days un-
less otherwise requested. Please speak
with Fr. Peter.

If you wish to have names remem-
bered in prayer (living or departed)
during the services, please speak to Fr.
Peter.

Congratulations!
To Ben & Stephanie Keoseyan on
the birth of their son Lawrence
George, on Monday, August 3rd.
May God grant them many years!

Blessing of Scarves
Today, in honor of our feast day, Fr.
Peter will be blessing scarves given
out to the ladies of our parish. If
any of our ladies did not previously
receive a scarf, please see Carol
Sara.
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Coffee Hour Hosts Needed

Coffee Hour brings us together for
fellowship, a cup of coffee and a
small bite to eat. If you are looking
for an opportunity to foster fellow-
ship among our parishioners and
guests by hosting Coffee Hour,
please speak with Jane Pasley.
Today's Coffee Hour: Annual Feast
Day Luncheon

/ "Watch therefore, for
( 7/()(/ Y you do not know on
\ OF THE / 7: what day your Lord is

ook, /- coming.’
(/ v Matthew 24:42




